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Formsof 1 Prefixes

The general use of the Y prefix

The Y prefix, which normally means and, often has asthe vowel. For example,
NY237 "?NBD‘?DB’@‘W And they did not go to the prophet.
However, there are several cases where a different form is used.

1. Before the consonantsl@ and |]D the formis?Y. Thisisthe BMP rule.

'?':; +9 > '7’:;1 And with all ... (the 2 losesiits dagesh, as do
initial beged kefet letters in other examples)
NIpe -+ > NIPEY Andapledge..

Wﬁp‘?@ +9 > Wﬁp‘?@ﬂ And laterain ...

2. Before a word beginning with ’ , the ) and the first syllable of the word contract to ’1_ :

ALED > N And daysof ...
Y +) > AT AndJudah...
eI+ > QYT Andyou-all knew...

3. Before aword starting with any consonant besides ¥ with the vowel, the conjunction is ):

migi=igloliy > BHANDN Andwritethem...
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ:} +9 > ﬁbﬁ:}ﬂ And His name...
237+ > 2927 Andwords...

4. Before aword which starts with guttura with a hurried vowel ( _[ﬂfﬂﬂ] ), the ) takes the
corresponding full form of the vowel:

DN > DI Andmen..
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NN+ > INIMNY  And Hisfaithfulness..
AN+ > N And afleet ...

5. As with preposition prefixes, the vowel under a prefix ) before the words D’ﬂ‘?N and
’;78 are irregular:

D’ﬂ‘?N +9 > D’ﬁ‘?N] And God ...
’;78 +9 > ’;.'INI And my Lord ...

The use of the Y before verbs

As we will study in chapter 17, the Y has an important use before perfect and imperfect verb
forms.

1. The perfect

Before a perfect verb, the vowel under a3 prefix is determined by the rules above. However,

based on context, the Y may indicate that the verb is converted to an imperfect.

PN Either And they were or And they will be.

2. The imperfect

Before an imperfect verb, the Y may convert the verb to the sense of a perfect conjugation.
Unlike the case of a ) before a perfect, there is a change in the vowel under the Y when
conversion takes place. When there is no conversion, the vowel under the Y is the usual one

determined by the rules above. When conversion takes place, the vowel isa _ and the following
letter is doubled.

Iﬂ@?b"?lﬁmﬁﬂ’m@ﬁ.’] And Hashem will say to Moses...
:ﬂ@?b"?ijﬂ'nﬂ’ﬁ'\?;wl And Hashem said to Moses...



